I\/I E/ \B Hydrometallurgical Process Applications

Removal of Hydrocarbons from Seawater

At Mongstad in Norway MEAB has de-
signed a process for the removal of hydro-
carbons from seawater. First, the solid mat-
ter seawater was removed by a solid/liquid
separation step with a centrifugal decanter.
The following solvent extraction step used
2-ethylhexanol as extractant. The hydro-
carbons absorbed in the extractant were
collected using an evaporation steps and
finally, traces of dissolved extractant were
recovered by steam stripping from the raffi-
nate.

Six different wastewaters were considered
with TOC varying from 350 to 13400 mg/I
and with Oil index varying from 10 to 5700
mg/l. The operation of the process was
tested with good results.
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